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Introduction: 

2012 in numbers: 

Journalists violated: 132 

Arrests: 50 

Death threats: 5 

Physical assaults: 21 

Preventing journalists from reporting: 67 

Profanity and insults: 12 

Damaging and confiscating equipment: 34 

Armed assault: 1 

The year 2012 is considered the year of obstructing journalistic work in Kurdistan Region. Most of the violations 
recorded were of preventing journalists from work, confiscation and destruction of equipment, along with death 
threats and concealing information from journalists. 

The violations in 2012 decreased in comparison to those in 201 1 in both numbers and the types of violations. No 
journalist was killed in 2012, and no journalist was wounded by bullets. While in 201 1, a number of journalists sus- 
tained bullet injuries, and Metro Center dubbed the year a dark year for freedom of expression; the year that had 
witnessed 359 cases of violations towards journalists. 

Kurdistan region has been experiencing attempts towards limiting freedom of expression. Similar to 2011, the 
same framework of obstructing journalists is still in place. Whenever there is a demonstration, journalists are the 
primary victims, and receive the largest share of the violations. 

The Metro Center along with other civil society organizations played an active role In 2012 to oppose attempts 
to limit freedom of expression in two bills: Protection of Religious Sacraments and The Right to Information. The 
Metro Center and other civil society organizations managed to hinder the passing of those bills in Parliament. 




Violations against journalists in the year 2012 



The month of January 

• Farman Mohammad, a reporter, and Ibrahim Adnan, a cameraperson, both working for NRT tv, were obstructed by 
personnel in uniform and plain clothes while covering a public gathering in front of the Turkish consulate in Erbil 
on January 10th. Farman Mohammad told Metro, “At first, a group in plain clothes tried to stop me from interviewing 
anyone or film. After a few minutes, they left, and about eight people in uniform,* He continued, "those eight have 
insulted us and removed us from the area.” 

• On January 16, when Mohammad Raheem, a reporter from Dang Radio in Kalar, was on a phone call with an 
official from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the PUK. The official used profanity. Raheem told Metro Center: “I con- 
tacted the official to get a statement, he cursed me and ended the call.” 

• On January 21, Sipan Amedy, a reporter from NRT tv told the Metro Center that an officer from the security ser- 
vice, The Asayish, had assaulted him while reporting on a story in front of Salahadeen Mosque in Diary Quarter in 
Dohuk city. Amedy said "He assaulted me and took away my camera.’ Sabah Atrooshi, head of NRT office in Dohuk 
told the Metro Center, "They had not returned the camera until I reached out to them personally." He also added, “I 
have received a threat note via facebook accusing me of affiliation with the Islamic Union”. 

• On January 31, Sarwar Rahman Ali, aka Sarwar Penjeweeni, told the Metro Center, "I have been receiving threats 
from multiple sources, and some of them are death threats from known people." Penjeweeni is writer and journalist. 
He does research in religion, and he writes articles and books. He publishes his articles in the Chawder newspaper. 
Prior to that, he was published in the Aso and Hawlati newspapers. 

The month of February 

• At 1 1 am on February 3, an NRT tv and a KNN tv crew were physically assaulted. Their equipment was destroyed 
and confiscated while covering the story of a rally of soldiers from the 8th Brigade of the Iraqi army in front of the 
Dohuk Peshmarga Command Post that is under the ministry of Peshmarga of the KRG. Latif Dosky, a KNN reporter 
in the city, told Metro Center, ’two people physically assaulted me, kicking and punching, two others snapped the 
camera out of my hands.’ He also added, "they only returned it after the Committee to Defend Journalists got in- 
volved, but they kept the tape.” The force did not stop at that and assaulted the cameraperson of an NRT crew with 
the stock of their rifle, and had confiscated the crew's equipment. Sabah Atrooshi, Dohuk’s correspondent of NRT 
told Metro Center, “once we started filming, a force of 50 individuals attacked us and took the camera away." He 
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